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tainly no promise of the place ever amounting to anything.
On the streets, mud was knee deep; and wagons had often
to be lifted out of the mire with handspikes. I am sure
that nearly every inhabitant of the place would have smiled
incredulously if any one had prophesied that here was to be
the great city of the west. Among the people there at thaf
time, were the Kinzies, the Gordons, Hubbards and Sher-
mans. But I was so young that I did not mingle with peo-
ple generally, and became acquainted only with those
among whom I was thrown in a business way.

On returning to Juneau’s post, I served as his book-
keeper until December, (1836), when I bought him out. Per-
haps it was November, but I think December was the month.
The agency had been abolished, and I started in business
for myself on the west side of the river, a half block north
of Spring sfreet. There had been a big rush to Milwaukee
while I was in Chicago, and it continued unabated during
the fall of 1836. Some of the men who afterwards became
most prominent in its affairs, arrived during this period.
George P. Delaplaine, now of Madison, then a young man,
became my clerk early in 1837.

On the 7th of February, 1837, I married, in Green Bay,
Rebecca R. Lawe, second daughter of John Lawe, by
whom I have had nine children; eight of whom are living,
My wife was born in Green Bay in 1815, at the old Lawe
trading post, and is still living with me. Our bridal trip
was made across the country to Milwaukee, on what was
called a “French train.” The sleigh was a deep box, six
feet long by thirty-five inches broad, which slipped easily
on the surface of the snow, when drawn by two horses
tandem. There were, of course, no wagon roads in those
days, but there were two regularly-traveled trails to Mil-
waukee. The one we took, lead first on a short cut south-
east from Green Bay to Manitowoc. At Manitowoc rapids,
two and a half miles from the lake shore, the path turned
almost due south, striking the mouth of Sheboygan river.
Thence, we would proceed up the lake, sometimes on

18ee George P. Delaplaine’s statement, post.— ED.



